THE SIMPLETON OF
THE UNEXPECTED ISLES
Though earlier in date, The Simpleton of the' Unexpected Isles
may be considered as a sequel to Geneva. Both are Judgment-day
plays; in Geneva the judgment is pronounced on mankind, in
The Simpleton the execution of the judgment is made. The inner
action of the play consists in a criticism of the values of competitive
individualism, and the British way of life in general. The Young
Woman judges the Emigration Officer and his clerk. Iddy, the
conventional young man, who may be supposed to represent
British society, is judged by the Super-family. We hear reports
of the judgment-day weedings out by the angels in Britain. Under
the guise of these judgments, Shaw.criticizes the false set of values
of our civilization.
The Simpleton of the Unexpected Isles is comparable to the
Gulliver's Travels. The scene is laid in the Unexpected Isles,
an outpost of the British Empire. Fantastic things happen there.
In the prologue, the origin of the super-family is described. The
prologue is the reeducation of two English couples by a native
priest and his wife. One Englishman, Wilks, the clerk in the
Emigration Office, has a fate that contrasts with the others because
he commits suicide before he can allow life to come to him* In
the figures of Wilks and the E.O. before his purification, Shaw
embodies the conventional values of society. The EX), keeps
his office untidy, wears dress that is not clean and suffers from
indigestion. He bullies'over his clerk and is terrified at the prospect
of a complaint being made against him to the higher authorities.
He had wanted to commit suicide but is providentially saved from
it by the young woman taking him out. Shaw's antiseiitimental
regard for the average man in a competitive society, is shown
in his picture of Wilks* A companion study to Wilks is Julius
Baker in Misalliance. Wilks is presented as suffering from a
competitive neurosis. He wanted to be like Cecil Rhodes,, the
builder of Rhodesia; but actually, to his intense shame, he is only
a clerk with two shirts to his back, and, what is worse, with the
E.O,, who is a waster and his intellectual inferior,;wiping his dirty
"83